
Sisters Elementary School
Joan Warburg, Principal
611E Cascade Ave., Sisters
joan.warburg@ssd6.org 541-549-8981

Principal's Message

Happy New Year! We hope that you have had a wonderful holiday season
and winter break enjoying the tremendous gift of snow this year. We are
excited to return to learning as a community and are looking forward to a
great month. Our COVID numbers in Deschutes County continue to be
concerning so thank you again, for keeping your child home if they have
been exposed or if they are showing any symptoms of illness. We want to
keep our students in school and learning in person. All of us working
together can help our community stay safe and healthy. Following ODE
guidelines, effective Tuesday, January 4, 2022, we will be lifting the outside masking
requirements for our students and making mask wearing voluntary outdoors. Please
understand that when a student is unmasked for 15 minutes or more within 6 feet of another
individual that is diagnosed with COVID, we are still required to follow quarantining protocols.
We have updated our district Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services
Plan to reflect this change.

We are excited to begin to have volunteers come into the building to support our students and
learning. We are offering parents the following opportunities to get involved in our school
community and are hoping to open up even further as the year progresses. We have missed our
collaboration with you!

● Join our SPTC (Sisters Parent Teacher Community) and help plan/coordinate
opportunities in our school. Email sistersptc@gmail.com for more information. We will
be meeting on January 13 @ 9:00 at FIKA Coffee. No application or vaccination
required.

● Volunteer to help with morning drop off- 8:10-8:35 am and help facilitate students exiting
vehicles and moving cars forward. Volunteer application completion required. Contact
Jodie.greener@ssd6.org for more information on the process.

● Volunteer to come into the office/Commons to complete copying and other paperwork to
assist teachers in preparation for their classes. Volunteer application completion required
including proof of vaccination. Contact Jodie.greener@ssd6.org for more information on
the process.

● Remote classroom parent helpers: we need parents who are willing to help teachers
coordinate donations from other parents for projects and to complete paper projects at
home. As this is remote work, no volunteer application required. Reach out to your
child’s teacher if you are interested in helping in this way.

The snow season has arrived and we wish to provide these safety reminders to help us keep all of
our students safe during drop off and pick up. For both arrival and dismissal, please pull as far
forward as possible before picking up or dropping off your child. For the safety of your child,
students need to exit/enter the vehicle from the passenger side (right side) closest to the curb. At
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no time should a student be exiting on the left side and walking through the cars to get to
the curb. It is much safer to have your child climb over a sibling rather than walk on the ice to
the car. All it takes is a little slip to have severe consequences. Please remain in your vehicle as
exiting creates hazardous conditions.  Staff will assist your student to your vehicle.

Breakfast will NOT be served after 8:20 unless a bus is delayed due to road conditions. If you
are planning to have your child eat breakfast, please arrive before 8:20 so that they have time to
eat before class starts at 8:30.

Calendar updates: The district calendar was updated on the website on December 8, 2021.
Please make sure you have the latest version in your possession. We have listed a full list of
important dates for you over the next few weeks.

For the 2021-2022 school year we will resume the Oregon Department of Education state testing.
This will occur between March and June for most SES 3rd and 4th grade students. Under the
Student Assessment Bill of Rights, the Oregon Department of Education (ODE) and Oregon’s
school districts must provide families with a “Notice of Statewide Tests and Opt-out Form” 30
days before the start of statewide testing. If you would like to opt your student out you can find
the opt out forms at the links below.
ENGLISH: Click here
SPANISH: Click Here

I am available if you have any questions or concerns. Either email me or call the office team to
schedule an appointment.

We are so grateful for the opportunity to serve you and your child. Thank you for doing your
part to keep our greater community healthy. I am looking forward to a fantastic 2022 as the
Sisters Outlaws community!

We appreciate and welcome your input and feedback.

Joan Warburg
Principal, Sisters Elementary School

SES January-February Calendar
(You can download the most current calendar on our website www.ssd6.org)
Thursday, January 13: 9:00-10:00 AM SPTC Board Meeting at
FICA- all are welcome!
Monday, January 17: NO SCHOOL, Martin Luther King Holiday
January 18-21: Schoolwide Benchmark Assessments Week
Thursday, February 3: End of the First Semester
Thursday, February 3: Dismissal at 11:15, MINIMUM DAY
Friday, February 4: NO SCHOOL, Teacher Grading Day
Thursday, February 17: NO SCHOOL, Parent Conferences 7:30 AM- 7:30 PM (report cards)
Friday, February 18: NO SCHOOL, Parent Conferences 7:30-11:30 AM (report cards)
Monday, February 21: NO SCHOOL, Presidents Day Holiday
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Drop-off/Pick-Up Areas:
We have two options for families:

1. Utilize our drive-through drop off and
pick up lane:

● When you drop-off your student,
we have a designated lane in the
parking lot to the west of the
building. This lane is intended to
keep the traffic flow moving in
the morning and afternoon. This
lane is for “loading/unloading ONLY”.

● If you choose this option, please drive all the way forward to the end of the
sidewalk and then dismiss/pick up your student from the side closest to the curb.

● Please do not park and leave your vehicle as this impedes other traffic and
creates dangerous conditions.

● When you stop, please do not stop in the crosswalk.
● During winter ice conditions, please be especially mindful as you drop your

student off.
● Once you are in the loading lane:

○ Remain in the car.
○ Pull as far forward as possible.
○ Students unload/load from the curbside
○ To avoid accidents, do not back up.

2. Park your vehicle off-site and walk your student across the street to sidewalk in
front of the school: If you would like to personally escort your child to and from school,
please park at the district office or along the side streets. If you choose this option, please
utilize the crosswalks. Please do not cross in other locations as this is dangerous and
creates traffic hazards.

School Snow Rules (Clothing & Play)

Please be sure to dress your child appropriately
as the weather begins to cool down. Warm
clothing is important for students as they do go
out for PE and recess throughout the day.
Students will go outside for recess unless the
temperature (with wind chill) is below 20
degrees. Because of the separated playground
zones, if your child has recess on the grass
they will have to remain on the grass and
will not have the option of being on the blacktop. It is critical that they have appropriate
boots.

What to wear to play in the snow:
● Boots, Snow Gloves/Mittens, Coat and Hat
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If students do not have the proper snow clothing and they get wet, they will stay wet as we
do not have clothes to loan to them. Dawn Cooper or Theresa Slavkovski, our Family Access
Network (FAN) Advocates, can assist people who need winter clothing-please contact them at
541-549-0155.

How to play safely in the snow:
● Snow and ice stays on the ground; you may roll large snowballs for a snowman or a

fort.
● No kicking, throwing or shoving snow at anyone or anything.
● If some games that we usually play become unsafe due to snow, the people on duty will

cancel them for the day.
● Work Cooperatively - Do Not Destroy other’s work
● Snow is community property. If you built it; share it.

If you need help, please see a duty teacher.

Any student wearing snow boots, snow pants and a snow coat may do the following activities:
1. Roll around in the snow and be safe and have fun.
2. Slide down snow hills or mounds on their bottom, feet first, with adult approval.
3. Make snow angels.
4. Create snowmen of various sizes, snow forts or any structure they choose made of

snow.

The purpose of these rules is to keep students dry and safe. Appropriate outside gear keeps
people dry. No snow or ice flying through the air keeps people safe. Game time (inside) recess
rules are reviewed by classroom teachers for students.

School closures and Delays:

When the weather is bad (usually extreme snow or ice), our auto-dialer
calls families in the morning to ensure they know of schedule changes at
Sisters School District. In addition, please tune into the television and/or
radio stations listed below. If there are schedule changes to Sisters
Schools, the decision is made between 5:00 and 5:30 a.m. by district
officials and reported to the news media.

If we do have a delayed start, buses still run, just 2 hours later than usual. So, if your child is
picked up at 7:30 am they will be picked up at 9:30 am instead. Gates at dropoff will open at
10:15 am, school will start at 10:30 am; lunches are served and dismissal is as usual.

If Sisters Schools have to call a school closure/snow day, we will move into CDL format for that
day. Usually we can anticipate the probability of a snow day, so we will send chromebooks
home with students the day prior as a precaution. Teachers will email parents that morning and
provide information on how to access learning.

Television Station
● KTVZ (NewsChannel 21)
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Radio Stations
FM Stations
● KLRR (Clear) – 101.7
● KMTK (The Bull) – 99.7
● KTWS (The Twins) – 98.3
● KQAK (The Duck) – 105.7
● KWPK (The Peak) – 104.1
AM Station
● KBND (News / Talk) – 1110 AM

Counselor's Corner

Leader In Me

Happy New Year! Before Winter Break we were able to celebrate
students for demonstrating Habit #2-Begin with the End in Mind. It is so
important for students to be setting goals and thinking about the steps it
takes to accomplish them.

We are moving into Habit #3-Put First Things First. This habit is all about prioritizing. It can be
easy to spend our time on the things that aren’t as important (Little Rocks). Before we know it,
we don’t have time to take care of the important things (Big Rocks).  If we can identify what our
priorities are, then we can focus on those and still have time for some little rocks.

Here is more information about how you can work on Habit #3 at home!
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