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Principal's Message

We hope that each one of you had a wonderfully relaxing and fun Spring
Break with plenty of opportunities to build deeper connections as a
family, even if the break looked different than it has in the past. We are
embarking on our last push of the school year and working to give our
students a strong and successful finish to the year. ODE has released
their latest version of our RSSL guidelines governing how we conduct
school. In this latest version, the physical distancing per student is now
aligned to CDC guidelines of 3 feet. While these guidelines are a true
game changer at our middle and high school, there are not a lot of
significant impacts at SES. The biggest impact is that the restrictions on
class size have been lifted, and we will no longer have a waitlist for
in-person learning. I encourage you to continue to be vigilant these last months of school to
follow safety protocols connected with COVID. We cannot grow weary as we continue to
protect our students and our community.

We are resuming our monthly newsletters, so please read through this entire document for
important information on what is happening this month. April is the time of year when we begin
to plan for the following school year. We are making decisions on teacher assignments and need
your help. If you know of anyone in the community who is planning on enrolling their
students at SES for next year, please encourage them to contact our office right away so
that we can include their students in our numbers. Also, if your family is planning to
relocate or to have your students attend a different school next year, please let our office
team know as soon as possible. We appreciate your help in these matters so that we can build
as stable a plan as possible for the fall for our students.

As our school continues to grow, we are out of space and the school district has placed a bond
measure on the May 18 ballot. You can read about the bond on our school website, and at
https://www.growingsistersschools.com. Additionally, there are three school board seats up for
election.  We encourage you to become informed and vote on both of these topics.

One of the areas that we are beginning to process as school COVID restrictions begin to ease, is
how we can begin to rebuild our connections with one another as the SES community in a safe
manner. While we are extremely grateful for the opportunity to serve our students in person and
to build strong classroom communities, we have missed our face to face connections with the
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greater community. If you have ideas of ways we can begin to rebuild that community, please
reach out either by email or phone with those suggestions.

To replace our Principal Coffees, I am hosting an Outlaw Parents Together Zoom meeting once a
month from 12:00-1:00 PM. I will be hosting this month’s meeting on Tuesday, April 20. This
month our SPTC (Sisters Parent Teacher Committee) will be joining me to share some ways that
parents can connect with one another and support our school. Grab your lunch and join us for a
conversation where I will share updates, have a Q and A session and provide an opportunity for
parent feedback and input.  Please see the SPTC article for the Zoom link.

I also want to take this opportunity to thank our incredible staff who advocated and worked hand
in hand with district leadership to ensure that we were able to serve our students in person, and
as a result, helped us be the county leaders in opening our school months before other schools
were able to open. This team has sacrificially poured themselves into providing your students
with an excellent education. I would like to encourage you to join with me in celebrating them
the week of May 3-7. I truly believe that they are the absolute best team of elementary school
educators in the state! A personal note of thanks would mean so much to your child’s teacher,
and to the support staff that have worked so tirelessly this year.

Thank you for your partnership. It is truly an honor and privilege for us to serve you and your
children. Thank you for entrusting your children to our care.

We appreciate and welcome your input and feedback.

Joan Warburg

3rd/4th Grade Parents: Important
Testing  Updates

Although the state of Oregon has not had final
confirmation from the federal government about a
waiver to allow our state to opt out of the Smarter
Balanced Assessment for our 3rd and 4th graders,
we are making plans to assess our students using
shorter versions of the assessment the first two
weeks of May. Our CDL/SEO students will be
expected to come into the building to take the
assessments. If you would like to opt your student
out of the state assessment this year, please send your opt out form (Attached) back ASAP using
the attached electronic form.
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Physical Education

Sisters Elementary School Walking/Running Club

On Monday April 12th we will begin our annual
walking/running event at Sisters Elementary!  The goal of
this activity is to run / walk as many miles as you can.
Students will carry punch cards to record the laps they
have completed.  The run/ walk starts Monday, April 12th
and ends on Thursday,  May 6th.  Students will walk/run 2 days each week during their recess
time and the other 2 days they will be at the recess zones.  For every mile (4 laps) they will
receive a shoe token to go on a lanyard and a certificate for completion of the half and full
marathon.  Please send your child with a water bottle, extra masks, comfortable shoes that they
can run in and layers for warm weather days!
This will be such a fun event!
Mrs. Thomas

Kindergarten Roundup

Sisters Elementary School (SES) will hold their annual
Kindergarten Roundup pre-registration on Friday,
April 16th. It will be held as a meet and greet/tour.
Please sign up by going to the district website at
ssd6.org. Due to COVID we are requesting one parent
and one child per appointment. Children who will be 5
years old on or before September 1, 2021 are eligible
for the 2021-22 school year.

Enrollment forms may be picked up at the Sisters Elementary School office between 9 am and 2
pm.  Forms need to be completed and returned to the school office on April 16 th at the time of
your scheduled appointment.

The following documents are required to register:
·         Enrollment Packet
·         Copy of Birth Certificate
·         Immunization Records

Students will not be registered until all three forms are returned.
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SPTC (Sisters Parent Teacher Community)

During the week of May 3-7, we have the
opportunity to recognize and celebrate our
teachers and staff at SES and their dedication to
our children. We love to acknowledge their time
and talents to such an important profession.
During their appreciation week our staff will be
greeted with fiesta-themed surprises including gifts, a luncheon and other goodies to show them
that they’re “Nacho Average Staff.” If you’d like to help show them some love by contributing to
a raffle of baskets we have planned for them, please contact Karissa Bilderback
(karissa.bilderback@yahoo.com, or 971-219-8298). As always, throughout that week, a
handwritten note to show your gratitude always means so much.

SES April-May Calendar

● April 16 Kindergarten Round Up
● April 20 12:00-1:00 Outlaw Parents Together Zoom
● May 3-7 Staff Appreciation Week
● May 7 Targeted Parent Conferences
● May 3-14 3rd/4th Grade state testing (SBAC)
● May 17-20 iReady Benchmark Assessments K-4
● May 21 Outdoor Book Fair
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From the Nurse
Happy Spring! Children are playing hard with all of the sunshine we are

having and they are very thirsty! Please remember to send them with water

bottles and chapstick.  Also, please make sure that our students have an extra

mask in their backpacks each day.

Thank you! Nurse Acacia

Happenings at SPRD

SPRD is working hard on getting programs back as quickly as
possible. Thank you for your patience as we navigate through
changing guidelines. We are happy to announce additional
sessions of two popular programs this spring:

● Outlaw Mat Club will be running another session starting May 5! Sign up now to
secure your spot! -Click here to sign-up.

● Crafty Kids is our Friday art program offered at the Coffield Center. Our program
is open for kiddos ages 4-13! This program starts April 16 so be sure to register
soon.- Click here to sign-up.

Don’t forget, summer camp registration is open. Our day camp programs are almost full but we
have a variety of specialty camps this year so check them out.

Register at any time online at www.sistersrecreation.com or call us at 541-549-2091 Mon-Fri
from 10a-3p to register over the phone.

Jennifer Holland CPRP Coffield Community Center
Executive Director 1750 W. McKinney Butte Rd.
Sisters Park & Recreation District P.O. Box 2215, Sisters, OR 97759
sistersrecreation.com Office: 541-549-2091| Cell: 541-914-6897
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