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Principal's Message

Unbelievably the 20-21 school year is coming to a quick end. We
have successfully navigated some of the most challenging months in
our history and I am grateful for each and every member of our SES
community. Thank you parents for your patience, understanding,
grace and continued support as we adjusted to such a dynamic and
changing educational landscape. It is because of your diligence in
following COVID protocols that we have been able to remain open
this year. I would like to express my gratitude to our Sisters Parent
Teacher Community Board (SPTC) for their support and diligence this
year to provide so much to our school community. We are hoping to
have many more parents come on board next year to help us with family events and student
activities. This support is vital to our success as a school.

I also want to thank all of the parents who contributed baskets and other acknowledgements for
our staff to celebrate them during Teacher Appreciation Week. We are truly blessed to have such
an amazingly dedicated team whose primary focus is to serve our students and families. It is due
to their incredible efforts this year that we were able to open for in-person learning months
before the rest of the county and much of the state. They are truly an incomparable group of
people!

This week we finished our end of year iReady assessments and, as I look at our data, I am so
encouraged by the excellent results that our students are displaying. I truly believe that despite
the challenges, our students have rallied and, as a result, our school-wide data is not showing a
significant negative COVID effect. We will be celebrating our students who met their growth
goals as part of our end of year celebrations.

Although there has been recent easing of COVID restrictions in the community due to CDC and
OHA changes, schools continue to fall under Ready Schools, Ready Classrooms guidelines. As
we are given updates in the guidance we will continue to make adjustments. Late Wednesday
afternoon we were given new guidance that lifts the requirement for students to wear masks
outdoors. Therefore, we are no longer requiring our students to wear masks at recess or for
outdoor PE. We will continue to wear masks indoors and adhere to the 3 ft distancing rules in all
spaces. I encourage all of us to continue to be vigilant in adhering to the guidelines to ensure a
strong and safe end of the school year. We can all do our part in the next three weeks to keep our
students safe and learning in-person. We are awaiting preliminary guidance for the fall from
ODE, but are planning for as normal a year as allowed next fall. We will most likely not have
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full details until August as to how our school year will look. I am confident that we will all be
able to meet the challenges ahead of us in 2021-22 as we have done so well already this year.

As we plan for the coming school year, we are beginning conversations about our processes and
procedures, merging the successful experiences from this year with our past experiences to create
a successful framework for the fall. Additionally, we are building classes, working to balance
each classroom at a grade level to best meet the needs of all students. We do not take parent
requests for specific teachers. However, we do have a parent information sheet that you can
obtain from our front office, if you would like to provide input as to your child’s unique learning
needs. The deadline for receiving these is May 28. You can email these forms back to Shannon
or to me, or send them with your student.

Please read each section of this newsletter because there is vital information for the conclusion of
this school year and the opening of school in the fall.

Thank you to the Sisters Country community that voted for the bond to build a new elementary
school. We now embark on the journey of designing and building a great learning environment
for our students. We are excited about all of the possibilities that lie before us! Thank you to all
of our parents who participated in the bond PAC and dedicated hours of their time to securing
this for our students.

Thank you for your continued partnership. We could not do this work without you! We wish all
of our families a wonderful and safe summer. We look forward to reconnecting as a community
in the fall.

My door is always open!
Joan Warburg

SES May-June Calendar
Monday, May 24 - Thursday, March 27: Bike/Pedestrian Safety Week
Monday, May 24 - Thursday, March 27: Career Week
Monday, May 24: Pajama Day
Tuesday, May 25: Interview Attire Day
Wednesday, May 26: Wear College, Technical or Outlaw Gear
Thursday, May 27: Dress up to reflect future career
Monday, May 31: Memorial Day, No School.
Tuesday, June 1 - Thursday, June 3: Virtual Author’s Visit
Friday, June 4: Office Closed; Staff in meetings
Friday, June 11:  Kindergarten and Fourth Grade Promotion Festivities (teachers will inform)
Monday, June 14: Field Day in the afternoon- wear tennis shoes
Tuesday, June 15: LAST DAY of school. End of year assembly and Firetrucks- bring a towel and wear
clothes that can get wet
Tuesday, August 31: Stop n Drop/Meet n Greet event
Tuesday, September 7: First Day of School 1st-5th grades
Monday, September 13: First Day of School PK and K
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Art

For the last 2 weeks, Fourth grade artists have been working on our new mural . They came up
with the design and the colors. Mrs. Williams drew guidelines on the wall and only directs the
students as they paint in the areas. It is all student created ! They are a talented bunch!

Physical Education (See Attachment)

We had a very successful running and
walking club this year!  We had 232
students complete a half marathon and
43 students complete a marathon, way to
go outlaws!

From May 24th - 27th 2021, Safe Routes
to School is coming to your
neighborhood!  Commute Options is
working to improve safety for your kids
when they walk and bike to  school. We
teach safe pedestrian and bicycle skills
so students can walk and bike more safely during the school year. Students need to wear sturdy
shoes and appropriate outdoor clothing for this safety instruction. We are hoping to encourage
students to get out and use their walking and biking skills, be safe, and get some exercise. For
more information, please see the attached flyer and visit the Commute Options website:
www.commuteoptions.org/walk-n-roll.

Mrs. Thomas
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Career Day

Here at SES, we strive to inspire every student to feel
empowered to discover their passions and strengths.
Career days in the elementary school help students
connect what they're learning in school with the future
workplace. Understanding the link between their interests
and different professions is important for elementary
students because it can help to guide their extracurricular
activities and coursework throughout middle and high
school. Our upcoming career week, May 24-27, will
provide students an opportunity to explore their personal
interests, all virtually! This fun-filled and informative
week will include videos of community members in
different professions showcasing their career, a dress up
week, college drone fly over videos and inspirational writing activities! Thank you to all of
our parents and community members who provided the videos!

Counselor’s Corner

Wow! What a year this has been. It has been a pleasure to work
alongside our students and families to navigate this challenging year.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me before we head into summer
if there is something I can do to help support your child socially or
emotionally.

Here are a few ideas to help with social and emotional learning over the summer:

1. Set a goal for the summer and help your child keep track of it.
2. Check-in with your child’s feelings.
3. Encourage cooperative learning games that your child can play with siblings or friends.
4. Model and practice positive self-talk
5. Look for opportunities to show empathy and kindness

Kate Kuitert
School Counselor
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Author’s Week

We are thrilled to bring a local author to our school virtually June 1-3. Edie Jones, one of
our school board members, recently wrote a wonderful book called Walker’s Wisdom. It is
a book of poetry that parents and children alike can enjoy as they reflect on the challenges
of growing up through the eyes of a dog. We will be uploading a parent video, along with
the student videos to our parent Canvas page that week for your viewing pleasure. We are
working to partner with a local bookstore to acquire books at a reduced price for those of
you who would like to purchase the book.

Library (See Attachment)

Summer at the Library June 1  – August 31, 2021.
Deschutes Public Library (deschuteslibrary.org)
Create Read Explore! Sign up and get a free book.
Summer with the Library video:
https://youtu.be/-rovtVA1Wis

Getting Ready for the 20-21 School Year (See Attachment)

Chromebooks: All chromebooks will be returned by June 3 and will be updated over the
summer. No students will have their chromebooks over the summer. Students will be able
to access Lexia and iReady math over the summer from a family device. Please monitor
your students to ensure that they aren’t getting stuck or frustrated as teachers won’t be
monitoring this over the summer.
School Supplies: we have attached the school supplies lists so that you can begin to
acquire the necessary supplies. This year we will not be providing the SPTC led
purchasing option. Your students will need their supplies by August 31 to drop them off at
our Stop n Drop/Meet n Greet event. Please make sure to purchase the precise brand that
has been listed- many off brand items do not work well for our students.
Not Planning to Return?: Are you moving this summer? If your child will not be
returning to SES next fall, please notify our front office team ( Shannon and Carlene)
ASAP as we are making teacher assignments for next year based on our current enrollment
information.  Thank you!
Do you know new students to Sisters?: Please reach out to your friends/neighbors and
encourage them to enroll their students for fall NOW so that we can place them in their
class and get them what they need to start the fall off successfully. Thank you for your help
and support! We want to make sure we have enough teachers to meet the needs of our
students.
Stop n Drop/Meet n Greet: August 31 5:00-7:00 pm; Please reserve the early evening to
come to school to drop off your school supplies, meet your child’s teacher and connect with
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the rest of our SES community. You will receive more detailed information in mid-August
and our plan for the evening will be based on August COVID guidance.
Volunteering: We are hopeful that we will be able to return to having volunteers in our
school. We have a new process in place and all parents who want to volunteer will need to
complete the new process. I would encourage you to register in August so that you are
ready when the need arises. Please see our website for details. If you are interested in
joining our parent organization (SPTC) board, please email them at sistersptc@gmail.com.
They would love to welcome you to their team.
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