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Sisters Elementary School 
Joan Warburg, Principal 

611E Cascade Ave., Sisters 
www.ses.ssd6.org   541-549-8981 

 
Principal's Message 
 
This has been a fantastic school year! It is hard to believe that this is our last 
newsletter of this school year. We send a big congratulations to our fourth grade 
students who will be moving on to middle school next year. They have been an 
outstanding group of students and we wish them the best as they continue to 
grow in their educational experiences.  We look forward to celebrating them 
when they return as high school graduates walking through our hallways. 
 
As we wind down another school year, it is important to remember that transitioning into summer can 
be exciting but also challenging for kids. Change can cause sadness and anxiety for everyone, so we are 
doing our best to make this a positive time to reflect and celebrate. If your child is starting to struggle 
with some of these emotions, help them reflect on the beginning of the year and about how they felt 
about a new class and a new teacher; then help them think about how comfortable they feel now. This 
transition provides a great opportunity to support our students and their social and emotional growth. 
 
Based on overwhelmingly positive community input, next year we will be starting school a half hour 
later.  Our tardy bell will ring at 8:30AM and the school will open at 8:15AM.  On Wednesday 
mornings we will start school at 9:30AM. We understand that in order to get to work on time some of 
our families need to drop students off at school at 7:45AM (this year’s drop off time).  We will have an 
option for those families to bring students to school at 7:40AM; you will need to complete a reservation 
form (See Attached) so that we can prepare for your students.  Our dismissal time will be at 3:00PM 
and is coordinated with our middle and high school dismissal times. 
 
We will send a welcome back letter to all families on August 23 with details about our fall events, 
including a letter from your child’s teacher.  Please make sure to put August 28, our Stop n’ Drop night, 
on your calendar.  This is a time for you and your students to come and meet the teachers, drop off 
school supplies, and celebrate the start of school together.  We will also have a Back to School Night 
on September 17 when teachers will be sharing important classroom specific information; I will also be 
leading a short school wide meeting to elicit parent input and to share big picture items with all of you. 
 
One area of focus next year will be to better support parent engagement in our school.  We want to 
provide meaningful opportunities, and would love your input and ideas on how we can grow in this 
area as you, the parents, are extremely important partners to our endeavors.  If you have skills that you 
feel could benefit our students, please let me know.  I would love to think creatively with you on how 
we can incorporate those skills into making our school a better community and learning space for all of 
our students. 
 
There is so much to recognize and celebrate here, at Sisters Elementary School, thanks to the generous 
support of our Sisters community and the hard work of our team.  There is so much that I can’t list 
everything, but would like to highlight a few.  We have enjoyed Sisters Folk Festival performances, 
two authors’ visits- Dennis McGregor and Charise Mericle Harper, two successful book fairs, two 
artists in residences- Gary Hirsch and Dale Largent, a visit from marine biologist, Kirsten Grorud-
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Colvert, visits to Bend Science Station and Seed to Table, fourth grade overnight Oregon Trail field 
trip, the fire safety program called Sound Off, My Own Two Hands parade, Smokey the Bear, Teach 
the Children to Save, and The Center’s bicycle helmet safety program.  We began the Sisters Outlaws 
Singers, raised trout, showcased our art, performed musically, completed another successful running 
club, participated in Screen Free Week, aligned our report cards, purchased a new math curriculum 
more closely aligned to CCSS, transitioned to a new more comprehensive benchmark assessment 
system to better support our students in their learning needs, and increased our efficacy in teaching 
literacy. And, we are looking forward to our assembly with JJ the Clown from Sisters Rodeo on Friday, 
and the Sisters-Camp Sherman firefighters helping send us off on the last day of school. 
 
Thank you for your warm welcome to me this year.  It is truly an amazing privilege to serve such a 
wonderfully warm and caring community.  I hope that your summer is truly delightful as you enjoy 
family and all that Sisters Country offers. 
 
My door is always open~ 
Joan Warburg 
Principal 
 
SES June Calendar 
 
Friday, June 7, 2:00 pm:  Assembly with JJ the rodeo clown 
Tuesday, June 11, 5:00 pm:  All 1st and 2nd grade students perform Bugz & 
Wing It Musicals @ SHS 
Friday, June 14, 2:00 pm: Musical Assembly/Talent Show 
Tuesday, June 18: Field Day at 12:30 pm 
Wednesday, June 19: Kindergarten last day, Kindergarten promotion at 9 am,  
Wednesday, June 19: No Late Start, Dismissal at 11:30 am 
Thursday, June 20: Last Day of School, Dismissal at 11:30 am, End of year assembly at 8:10 am, 
Firetrucks @ 11 am. 
 
SES August/September Calendar 
 
Wednesday, August 28: Grades 1-4 Stop n’ Drop (School Supply drop off, Meet your child’s teacher) 
Tuesday, September 3-Friday, September 6: Kindergarten Assessments 
Tuesday, September 3: First Day of school 1st- 4th grade 
Friday, September 6: Kindergarten Stop n’ Drop (School Supply drop off, Meet your child’s teacher) 
Monday, September 9: First day of Kindergarten 
Tuesday, September 10, 6:30 pm: SPTC General Meeting @ Takodas 
Thursday, September 12, 8:30-9:30 am: Coffee with the Principal 
Monday, September 16-Friday, October 4: Un-fundraiser 
Tuesday, September 17, 5-7 pm: Back to School Night 
Wednesday, September 18: Picture Day 
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From the Nurse 
 

Hello! Just a few reminders as our weather is getting warmer. Please  refer to the 
student handbook regarding the dress code for SES and it is wasp and yellow jacket 
season so please talk to your children regarding safety when outside. We have some 
super fun activities coming up in June! We have Field day on June 18th and our annual 
visit from the fire trucks on June 20th!  Both of these events provide some lawn play 
and water play.  Please remember to send a towel and a change of dry clothes if your 
child will require them.  We do not have enough clothing or any towels to get them 

dry after the water play.  Also if they bring sun screen it needs to be applied in the classroom before 
going out and not taken out to the playground and passed around to other children as some have 
allergies and cannot use it.  
Also, a medication reminder to please remember to pick up any medications that you have at 
school for your child by the last day of school. All medications that are left after the last day, 
including inhalers and prescriptions, will be disposed of by the school nurse. We are not able to send 
medications home with your child. We are not allowed to hold medications for you for the next school 
year. We get to start all over in the fall!! 
Have a wonderful end of the year experience and a wonderful summer!  
 
Thank you, Beth BSN RN 
 
Counselor's News 
 
Counseling in June will start off by discussing safe touches and not safe 
touches, recognizing unsafe situations, and how to avoid or react to those 
situations. I will be working with students to practice their assertiveness skills 
with people of all ages. We will wrap up the school year by reviewing some of 
our Mindfulness Techniques, as a reminder, to help us during the upcoming 
summer months. Throughout June ask your child to show you their hot cocoa 
breathing, hawk hug breathing, buzzing bee breathing, roller coaster breathing, 
or fire hands breathing… and then practice that breathing with them.  
 
 
Social Emotional Learning 

 
Our Character Trait for June is Perseverance.   
 
Perseverance is persistence in doing something that is challenging even if it 
takes time and numerous tries to achieve success. Perseverance is having 
tenacity and sticking with something even though it is hard.  Parents can 
support students by encouraging them to keep on trying even when 

something’s hard and by reflecting with them about how it feels when we accomplish something 
that was hard at first. 
 
Fridays are school spirit day- Show Outlaw pride by wearing black and white on Fridays. 
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Thank you Volunteers  
 
Volunteers are the backbone of our school. They are willing to share their time, 
talents, and energy to make our projects, events and days run smoother. They 
have a positive influence on children at Sisters Elementary and without them 
we could not get it all done. Please join me in recognizing our volunteers for 
the great things they do each day.   
 
Report Cards 

 
Your child’s report card will be mailed to you June 26.  If you do not receive 
your child’s report card please contact our main office. 
 
 
 

 
School Library News 
 
Please help us keep our library shelves stocked. All Sisters 
Elementary Library books, identified by the barcode on the 
cover of the book, should be returned to school by June 6. You 
will receive notices on June 10 for overdue books.  Please make 
every effort to get your student account cleared as soon as possible. Library fines can impact student 
participation in future activities.  
 
Musical Notes 

On June 2, Sisters Outlaw Singers will be performing at Sisters 
Community Church at 2:30pm along with the Sisters High Desert Chorale 
(Mrs. Warburg sings in the Chorale, as does Mrs. Miller and Mr. Miller – 
her husband!) Come join us for an afternoon of music from movies and 
television and stay for the yummy cookie intermission! If your current 3rd 
grader has expressed interest in joining our SOS singing group next year 
as a 4th grader, this is a great opportunity for a preview! 
 

Tuesday, June 11 is a big day for our SES 1st and 2nd graders…they will be performing 2 musicals 
back-to-back at Sisters High School. Please have your student dress in ALL BLACK (or mainly black – 
it’s not a big deal) and have them at the high school by 4:30pm to the band/choir room area. We will 
perform starting at 5:00pm – and our show will last no longer than an hour. It is our goal to give you 
plenty of time to get younger children home and to bed at a normal hour OR have fun celebrating their 
success with a dinner out after the concert. Parents, if your student was assigned a speaking part, 
PLEASE be working with them on those lines. Thanks so much! 
 
Friday, June 14 will be our Musical Showcase Assembly at 2:00pm. Several of our 3rd and 4th grade 
students will be giving us a glimpse at some of their stellar talents, our Sisters Outlaw Singers will 
make an appearance, and we have an all-school number planned to sing together, too! Parents are 
welcome to join us from 2:00-2:45pm to celebrate some of the musical accomplishments your students 
have had throughout the year. 
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3rd and 4th grade: RECORDERS will be coming home with students the week of June 17. These WILL 
be used by students in 4th grade again, so please keep track of your instrument over the summer. Next 
fall, students will need to bring their recorder IN THE WHITE BAG back to the music room. If 
replacements are needed, we’ll have extras available for purchase for $5. 
 
ALL MUSIC STUDENTS: be watching for a separate flyer home in your red folders on how you can 
access QUAVER online over the summer. There are lots of fun games, activities and challenges that 
students can do from a device at home to keep up those musical skills. 
 
Updated Addresses, Phone Numbers, and Email Addresses Needed  
 
If you have changed your address or phone number please let our office know.  
It is very important that we have accurate information in our computer system 
in case of an emergency. We also need accurate emergency contacts to call in 
the event we are unable to reach you. As we continue to expand our electronic 
communications, and the electronic distribution of our school newsletter, we 
need up to date email addresses for families. Families without an email address 
can make a request to receive a hard copy of the newsletter. Please contact our 
office if you have any questions about the information we currently have in our computer system. 
 
Calling All Kindergartners  
 
• Children must be 5 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2019 to attend kindergarten in 
the fall. 
• We will continue to register kindergarten students throughout the rest of the 
school year. 
• We need your help to get all students entering Kindergarten registered as early as possible. 
 
*Please bring birth certificate, immunization records and proof of address when registering your 
Kindergartner. 
 
Next Year’s Plans  

As we work to define our enrollment for the 2019-
2020 school year, please notify the office as soon as 
possible if your student will not be attending Sisters 
Elementary School next school year. 

Also, if you know of a new student coming in the fall who hasn’t registered yet, please encourage them 
to register before June 27. Having solid numbers helps our staff better plan for students. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Staff Changes 
 
We have completed our hiring process for the 2019-20 School Year.  Please help us welcome the 
following new staff members: 

• 1st Grade:  Annie Reed (moved from the EL Teacher position) 
• 4th Grade: Taylor McCord 
• Counselor: Kate Kuitert  
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• K-12 ELD Teacher: Dawna Spencer 
• K-8 Instructional Coach: Erika Velikonia 

 
We want to give a special thank you to the following staff members for your service to Sisters 
Elementary and wish you the best in your future endeavors: Danielle Pulliam, Jo Martinez, Ashley Bye, 
Jackie Streetman and Jennifer Trout. 
 
Don’t miss out!! YEARBOOKS ON 
SALE!! 
 
Order your SES yearbook now as limited quantities 
remain. SPTC will sell yearbooks until they are gone, 
the cost is $15. 
 
Lost and Found  

Our Lost and Found is overflowing. We will display the Lost and Found 
items on tables in the Commons the week of June 10-14. Please encourage 
your student to look for their lost items. We will also walk each class by 
lost and found before the end of the school year.  All items will be donated 
to a local charity on June 21st. 
 
 
 
  

 
Don’t let your child catch “Summer 
Learning Loss” 
 
What is Summer Learning Loss? 
Children who don’t read over the summer vacation 
risk losing more than two months of reading 
achievement by fall and can be two years behind their 
peers by the end of sixth grade. There is a similar loss 
in mathematical computation. 
How to avoid Summer Learning Loss: 
• Have your child read books at their level. As few 

as ten books can help maintain skills over the summer! 
• Read with your child. 
• Attend programs at the Sisters Public Library. 
• Thrift stores have great book bargains! 
• Use everyday errands as learning opportunities. Count and add quantities, compare prices or even 

practice simple number recognition as you stand in line. 
• Check out this great website and app for a math problem each day for any level. (the app is 

available in 
• English and Spanish). http://bedtimemath.org 
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Deschutes Public Library (See Attached) 
 
Join the summer reading program at the Deschutes Public Library, A Universe of 
Stories. Create, make and explore the universe this summer! There will be 
cosmic crafts, game, stories and prizes! Sign up at your public library and get a 
free book! June 15 – August 31, 2019. Grand prizes include a Family annual pass 
to High Desert Museum and free bikes! 
 
See you at the library!  
 
 



Sisters School District 
Early Drop Off Contract 

 
 
We know that most families will utilize the extra morning time to allow their students to sleep in and 
have a more comfortable morning routine.  However, we also recognize that some parents’ work 
schedules require that they have a safe place for their students before 8:15 AM. 
 
Sisters Elementary School and Sisters Middle School will be open from 7:40-8:15AM for early drop off 
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings and from 7:40-9:15AM for early drop off on 
Wednesday mornings.   
 
If you would like your student to be a part of the early drop off, please complete and return this form 
to the front office of your student’s school. 
 
� I understand that my student will need to follow the following school rules and will need to obey 

the adults in charge. Failure to comply will result in a warning and parent contact.  If the child has a 
second incident, the student will be suspended from the program for a week.  If there is a third 
incident, the child will no longer be able to participate in the early drop off program. 

o Be Safe: We think, talk and act in a safe and healthy way.  We remain within the location 
assigned for early drop off. 

o Be Responsible: We become self-managers and responsible citizens in class, in school and 
in our community. 

o Be Respectful: We treat people and their property as we would like ourselves and our 
property to be treated.  We follow adult directions without arguing. 

o Problem Solving: We know what to do to solve big and small problems. 
� My child will need to be dropped off on: 

o Monday 
o Tuesday 
o Wednesday 
o Thursday 
o Friday 

� If there are any changes regarding drop off need, please notify the office in writing of the change. 
 
Student Signature:  __________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: __________________________________________________________ 

Emergency Phone Number: ___________________________________________________ 

 
 








