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Principal's Message 
 
It is such an honor to work with the amazing students, families, and staff that 
make up the Sisters Elementary community!   
 
We have been especially blessed by our community partners who have invested 
in our school and in our students.  On January 23rd the Sisters Science Club 
(SSC) sponsored a presentation by marine biologist Dr. Kirsten Grorud-Colvert, 
who gave an informative talk about the ocean and the Oregon Coast.  SSC also 
provides curriculum and field trip support and is sponsoring the Sisters Science Fair on March 16 at 
SHS where they will be bringing STEAM activities that are fun and engaging for our students.  This 
includes art and balloon car competitions (see the end of the newsletter for more details). 
 
Sisters Folk Festival has also partnered with our schools to provide amazing opportunities to our 
students to engage in the arts.  This year alone they have provided artists to perform in our school, our 
Quaver music program, our after school strings program, our 4th and 5th grade Sisters Kids Choir and 
are now bringing the Missoula Children’s Theater in February (see the end of the newsletter for more 
details).  Ongoing plans for the remainder of the year include a couple of Artists in Residence providing 
an enhanced music and art experience for each student. 
 
The Roundhouse Foundation continues to support our efforts to expand our STEM education and our 
transition to Next Generation Science Standards.  They also sponsor the Sisters GRO for individual 
passion choice pursuit scholarships (see the end of the newsletter for more details).   
 
As opportunities arise in the community, I would encourage you to support the efforts of these 
organizations that are doing so much for our students. One way to provide this support is to volunteer 
for SPTC (Sisters Parent Teacher Community) who regularly partners with the organizations listed 
above.  I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the community that wraps around this school to serve, 
help, and benefit all of our children to gain a well-rounded world-class education.  It is this community 
support that truly makes Sisters special.   Thank you to all involved in bringing these resources to our 
students, teachers, and families. 
 
You will be receiving your student’s report card on February 4th; if you have any questions about your 
student’s progress, please contact the classroom teacher.  As I mentioned last month, I would encourage 
you to focus on celebrating a 3 as that is the goal for each student.  I would also focus on the behavior 
grades section as that is a critically important piece to your student’s success. 
 
Thank you for your support.  Together we can accomplish great things for our kids. 
 
My door is always open! 
Joan Warburg 
Principal 
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SES February Calendar 
 
Friday, Feb. 1 – Character (Integrity) Awards Assembly @ 2:10 pm at SES 
Monday, Feb. 4 – Report cards go home 
Tuesday, Feb. 12: SPTC General Meeting, 6:30 pm @ Rancho Viejo 
Tuesday, Feb. 19-23:  Missoula Children’s Theatre (MCT)  
Saturday, Feb. 23:  MCT Final Production: The Snow Queen @ 6:30 pm at SHS 
Monday, Feb. 25 – Friday, March 1: Read Across America Week 
Friday, March 1: Kindness Assembly @ 2:10 pm at SES 
Monday, March 4 - 20: PB & J Drive 
Saturday, March 16: Sisters Science Fair at SHS 
Saturday, March 16: Kids choir festival @ 3:30 pm at Bend Senior High  
 
Missoula Children’s Theatre (MCT) is Back by Popular Demand!! (see attached) 
 
MCT is returning to Sisters, February 19-23. This opportunity is 
back thanks to the Sisters Folk Festival and a grant provided by 
Oregon Community Foundation's Studio to School initiative.   
 
This year’s production is THE SNOW QUEEN and all students, K-
8, are encouraged to audition.  There are approximately 50-60 roles 
available, there is no cost and no experience is necessary.   
 
Auditions will be held on Tuesday, February 19th, 3:15 – 7 pm @ 
Sisters Middle School.  Those auditioning should plan to stay for 
the full two hours. Some of the cast members will be asked to stay 
for a rehearsal immediately following the audition.  Parents, please 
come into the middle school to pick your children up after auditions 
as there will be paperwork to complete.  
 
Most students rehearse approximately 4 hours and 15 minutes each day. Rehearsals will be Wednesday, 
February 20th -Friday, February 22nd, 3:15-7 pm. An additional rehearsal may be required on Saturday, 
February 23rd, timing will be announced at the first audition. 
 
The final performance is scheduled for Saturday, February 23rd, 6:30 pm @ the Sisters High School 
Auditorium. 
 
For elementary kids wishing to audition, please send notes to school with your children if they will be 
taking the bus to the middle school for the audition and/or rehearsals. 
 
For more information contact Kelley Moen at Kelley@sistersfolkfestival.org. 
 
 
Sisters Science Fair/SciArt Contest (see attached) 
 
The Sisters Science Fair is Saturday, March 16.  Students will have the opportunity to bring a balloon 
car for competition.  Competitors must complete and submit an Elementary Students Balloon Car Entry 
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Form (available from teachers or at the Sisters Elementary School front office) on or before Friday, 
March 1.  Teams may be comprised of one or more individuals.   
The Sisters Science Fair is also hosting an Elementary SciArt Contest.  Competitors can draw, color or 
paint their very own ideas on regular art paper.  Make sure that the competitors name, grade and 
teacher’s name are on the artwork.  The deadline to submit entries is Friday, March 1.  Completed 
artwork can be submitted to the competitor’s teacher or to the Sisters Elementary School front office.   
 
 
Safety Reminders   
 
It is our primary concern that our students are safe at school.  The parking lot can be a 
very dangerous place unless every one of us in our community is observing our 
protocols.  It only takes a split second for a student in an unexpected place to be hit by 
a car.  Please remember to only drop off your student in the drop off lane when you 
are next to the curb.  There are NO drop offs in the middle of the parking lot.  
Parents can also park and walk your students through the parking lot using the 
crosswalk.   
 
 
Report Cards 
 
Our staff has been working hard this year to create report cards that 
align with our state standards and across our school, and provide 
important information to our parents.  Each grade level has a unique 
report card based on unique focus standards, while still adhering to a 
common structure and format.  All grade levels share the same 
reporting of attendance, specialist grades and behavioral expectations.  
Please see the attached sample preview at the end of this newsletter.   
 
We evaluate our students on a 4 point proficiency scale that measures 
their progress towards meeting standards.  In a proficiency model, the goal for all of our students is 
to attain a level 3, which indicates grade level proficiency.  Only a small number of students may 
receive a 4.  A 4 indicates that a child is exceeding grade level standards and is above level.   It is 
important to remember that this proficiency scale cannot be compared directly to a report card that 
gives letter grades.  As parents, please celebrate with your student who receives a 3 and encourage your 
student who receives a 1 or 2 to keep working.  We are still instilling a growth mindset in our students.  
One recommended way to talk to your student would be, “you haven’t achieved proficiency yet, but I 
know you can.  How can we work together to help you grow in this area?”  An important area for 
parents to focus on with your children is the behavior grades section. 
 
Report Cards will be sent home on Monday, February 4 in the red folders.  Please contact your 
child’s teacher if you do not receive your student’s report card. 
 
 
State Testing (see attached) 
 
We plan to assess our English Learners on the ELPA in March.  This assessment provides the staff and 
parents with information on how well our students are acquiring the English language in the areas of 
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listening, speaking, reading and writing.  This assessment is also used to determine when a student has 
the skills to exit the English Learner program. 
 
We will be assessing all of our third and fourth grade students on the SBAC in May. The Smarter 
Balanced (SBAC) test results provide teachers and principals with a tool to evaluate teaching and 
learning in our schools and to compare our growth against state and national results.  They also provide 
parents information on how well their student is doing compared to other students across the state.  We 
support parental choice and encourage families to participate in this, Oregon’s only, statewide test.  We 
hope to have all of our students participate in these tests; however, it is the parent's right to Opt Out of 
state SBAC testing if they do not wish for their student to participate. Opt Out forms are available in 
the front office of the school and need to be completed and returned by February 28 in order to opt out. 
 

 
Valentine’s Day 
 
If your child is not participating in Classroom Valentine Parties, please notify your classroom teacher. 
An alternative activity will be scheduled with our counselor.  Also as a reminder, please help your 
students show kindness by giving valentines to all of their classmates. 
 
 
Kiss-O-Gram’s  
 
Kiss-o-Grams are valentines that are sent to friends, family, and loved ones 
through special school mail to be delivered only on Valentine's Day at the 
elementary school.  They are the main fundraiser for the 4th grade overnight 
field trip in May.  Kiss-O-Grams cost $0.25 and when delivered, they have a 
Hershey’s kiss attached.  More elaborate Kiss Roses can be purchased and delivered for $1.50. Students 
(and parents) can purchase them in the commons Feb. 6th through Feb. 13 from 11:20-12:35.   For 
Kindergarten and preschool, we send forms home. 
 
 
Elementary Homework Policy 
 
Based on research in educational best practices, it has been our policy at the elementary school to limit 
our homework to daily reading of at least 30 minutes (60 minutes would be even better) and some math 
practice, especially the practice of math fact fluency.  Research also shows that limiting screen time 
during the week and replacing that screen time with exercise, games, puzzles and reading is beneficial 
to student brain development.  Please contact your child’s teacher if you have any further questions on 
how this applies to your child’s particular grade level and classroom. 
 
 
Helpful Reading Tips 
 
Designate a time each day to enjoy reading together with your child.  
There must be a reason for this advice being everywhere!   Reading 
books together is the perfect combination of building relationship, 
building language and literacy, and showing the value of learning 
about our world!  Repetitive books– or those with lines/phrases that 
show up over and over– are even more helpful in doing these things. 
Reading and talking about repetitive books builds speech and 
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language.  They also give you an easy way to take turns, to share in storytelling, and to model well-
developed vocabulary and grammar.  Additional reading tips include: 
 

• Expose your child to nonfiction using newspapers, magazines, online articles and books 
• Talk about captions, sidebars, diagrams, maps, charts and graphs. 
• Look for a particular a fact or section using the table of contents or index. 

  
 
 
From the Nurse 
 
Please do not forget the exclusion day! If your child is not up to date on their 
immunizations before Feb.20th they will not be able to attend school. Also, I am 
in need of some clothing to keep in the nurse’s office for when accidents occur! 
If you have clothing to donate we need girls pants/leggings/sweats sizes 4,5,6,7 
and new underwear sizes 4-10. Boys pants or sweats sizes 4,5,6,7 and new 
under wear sizes 4-7. I need shoes in smaller sizes (no boots, slippers or flip flops)11,12,13,1,2.  
 
Thank you for your help!  
 
 
Counselor's News 
 
In our counseling classroom lessons we are starting to explore the 7 Habits 
of Highly Successful Students.  Habit #1 is to Be Proactive - Take the 
initiative and the responsibility to make things happen. We are learning 
about taking control of our life and our choices to help us be successful in 
school and in life. We are going to be digging deep and exploring this habit 
in depth.  At home, ask your child to give you an example of a time they 
were proactive (that they took control and were responsible for their 
actions or words), a time that they were reactive (that they allowed 
someone else or a situation to influence their actions) and how they could 
have been proactive instead of reactive.  
 
Have a wonderful February! 
 
 
Social Emotional Learning 
 
Our Character Trait for February is Kindness.   
 
Kindness is the quality of being friendly, generous, and 
considerate.  At kindness.org, they believe that kindness is infinite (meaning that it is limitless in 
how much can be shared with others). It’s something anyone can choose, and can be chosen 
anywhere and at any time.  We would encourage you, as a family, to complete a “kindness” project 
this month. 
Fridays are school spirit day- Show Outlaw pride by wearing black and white on Fridays 
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Deschutes Public Library 
 
Celebrate Wolf in the Snow 
Create art pieces to celebrate 2018 Caldecott Winner, Wolf in the Snow.  
Saturday February 9, 10:30-11:30am 
Ages 6-11 
 
Also, To prepare for the Deschutes Public Library's Youth Literature Festival 
on Saturday April 6th, we will delve into Matthew Cordell's 2018 Caldecott winning picture book 
"Wolf in the Snow." 
 
Remember, you can always visit the library Tuesday – Saturdays, ask Paige for a new book 
recommendation.  See you at the library!  


















