Sisters Elementary School
Joan Warburg, Principal
611E Cascade Ave., Sisters
www.ses.ssd6.org 541-549-8981

Principal's Message
It’s hard to believe that it is already November! Thank you for being
our partner in your child’s education. It was wonderful to connect with
so many families during parent teacher conferences. Our staff at Sisters
Elementary is committed to working with you to help your student have
the best experience and achieve to their fullest potential.
What To Do When Something Is Wrong At School:
All parents have experienced, at some time, the reality that their child is
experiencing problems related to school. Maybe it is a problem on the
playground, a problem with another child, a group of children, or a
misunderstanding with a teacher. These things happen and will always
happen. How we handle these situations will determine whether our
children benefit and grow from the experience. Ignoring or running away from a situation will only set
the stage for problems in the future. So, as a parent, what should you do? The following is my
suggested plan of action:
1. CONTACT YOUR CHILD'S TEACHER IMMEDIATELY
I can't emphasize this more. Your child's teacher knows your child better than anyone at school. He or
she is in a position to observe and experiment with different solutions to the problem. You should
contact the teacher first when you feel the problem has to do with the student - teacher relationship. In
any human interaction, there is the potential for disagreements and problems. There are times when
your child's teacher won't know there is a problem. It is only fair that they have the opportunity to try to
correct the situation. Often times, the problem will quickly disappear once the teacher is made aware of
the problem. By meeting with the teacher, a plan of action can be agreed upon to help remedy the
problem.
2. CONTACT THE SCHOOL COUNSELOR
Mrs. Martinez is available to meet with parents and students. She works with our students and families
who have concerns regarding a problem on the playground, a problem with another child or group of
children, and to help children solve their problems. She is also available if a child is struggling in other
areas of relationships and emotional well-being.
3. CONTACT THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
I am available to meet with parents and students. If an agreed upon plan of action is not working and
another approach is needed, or if something arises that is not connected directly to the classroom,
please feel free to give me a call or contact Shannon to set up a time to meet.
Remember: You are not alone. Interpersonal problems are a fact of life. By working together, we can
teach children a valuable skill that will help them throughout their lives.
We are so lucky to get to spend this year together and build great experiences each and every day.

Thank you Sisters Elementary! I am very thankful! It is a true gift to be a part of this amazing
community! I hope each and every one of you has a wonderful Thanksgiving Break, and that you get
time to enjoy your family and friends. School will not be in session from November 19th until
November 23rd. We look forward to seeing everyone November 26th when school comes back into
session.
Happy Thanksgiving~
Joan Warburg

SES November Calendar
Thursday, Nov. 1 - Wednesday, Nov. 7: Halloween Candy Drive for Operation Gratitude
Monday, Nov. 5 – Thursday, Nov. 8: Fall Book Fair
Tuesday, Nov. 6: Fall Book Fair Family Night @ 5-7 pm
Monday, Nov. 12: Veterans Day, No School
Tuesday, Nov.13: Veterans Day Events: 7:45 am
Veteran’s Breakfast, 8:10 am Assembly
Tuesday, Nov. 13: SPTC General Meeting, 6:30 @ Sisters Saloon
Monday, Nov. 19 – Friday, Nov. 23: Thanksgiving Break, No School
Monday, Nov. 26: Sock Drive Begins
Friday, Nov. 30: Family Art Night @ 5-7 pm

SPTC Un-Fundraiser
A huge shout out and thank you to our families for your investment
in our school community! Our SPTC Un-fundraiser surpassed our
goal of $6,000 and raised a total of $6,528. Your contributions will
be used to support each classroom as well as to support family and
community events this year. You can continue to invest in our SPTC
throughout the year; every dollar donated will be invested into our
school this year. Because we reached our school-wide goal we are
going to celebrate with a pajama and popcorn party on Friday,
November 16. Thank you for your support!”

English Language Learners
Mrs. Reid and her English Learners have been busy in room A6 using
GLAD (Guided Language Acquisition Design) to learn about “How
Animals Adapt to Survive.” GLAD instruction is an engaging and fun way
to practice academic language orally and in writing. Feel free to stop by and
check out our colorful maps, observation and input charts, chants, and
Cognitive Content Dictionaries.

English Language Development is a service for students who have a home language other than English.
ELD classes are provided district-wide for 30-40 minutes per day. Students exit the ELD program
when they show proficiency in reading, writing, listening and speaking on the ELPA (English
Language Proficiency Assessment) exam, which is administered once per year in the Spring. Our goal
is proficient academic English and success in the classroom!
Mrs. Reid, Mrs. Suriana Iverson and Mrs. Dunkle (Sisters High School Spanish Teacher) are very
excited about facilitating a family reading program in Spanish through the Latino Family Literacy
Project. The class takes place every Wednesday at SES from 3:00-4:30. The program is designed to
encourage critical reflection and dialogue with families by means of reading, writing, and art projects.
All of the books used in the program are bilingual. It is a wonderful way to build community…and we
have so much FUN!

Deschutes Public Library – Sisters
Explore the digital collection at Deschutes Public Library! Download an audio
book on the Libby app over the holidays or stream a children’s movie on
Kanopy. All free with your library card! Or visit the library Tuesday –
Saturdays, ask Paige for a new book recommendation. See you at the library!

Counselor's News
This month in Counseling we are digging deeper into Kelso’s Choices!
During the first lesson we will look at “go to another game” and “talk it
out”. With “talk it out” students will be introduced to “I messages”. An
“I message” is used to help students express how they feel as a result of
the actions of another student. It goes “I feel ____ when you ____
because _____. Can you please ____?” A student might use this if another
student says or does something that hurts their feelings or makes them
mad and it allows the students to express how that made them feel to the
other student. We will also be looking at “share and take turns” and
“ignore it.” Learning to share and take turns can help students solve a
great deal of disagreements on the playground, in class, and outside of school. At times situations will
arise that are better for students to just ignore. Ask your child about what they have learned from
Kelso’s Choices and feel free to practice at home!
Jo Martinez (School Counselor)

Musical Notes
If you have a loved one that has served in the military, we would like to include
them in our slide show for the Veterans Day assembly. Please email Sara Miller
(music teacher) at sara.miller@sisters.k12.or.us with the following info:
1. A PICTURE of your loved one, preferably in military attire (but not
required)
2. The NAME of your loved one

3. Their RANK, BRANCH and YEARS SERVED (eg…Colonel Bob Johnson, US Army, Desert
Storm, 1990-1991)
4. How your loved one is CONNECTED to your student (Col. Bob Johnson, brother of Sara
Miller, teacher)
We also want to invite you to join us for this community event. Parents, come join us for the assembly
at 8:10am. Please have your students wear red/white/blue on Tuesday, November 13 (no hats or athletic
gear). All students in grades 1st through 4th will be performing during this assembly to honor our
Veterans.
Also, if you are a Veteran, please know that we extend a very special invitation to you to join us during
this time of honor and remembrance. We will briefly recognize you during the Armed Forces Medley,
and would love to have you join your student for a special time of remembering. No RSVP is required
– just join us on Tuesday, November 13th at 7:45 for brunch with your student and then our assembly
will begin at 8:10am.

From the Front Office
Our lost and found carts are FULL of coats, water bottles, scarves, headbands,
sweatshirts and more! Most go unclaimed and you, the parents, end up buying
new ones. PLEASE, take a minute and put your child’s name/room number on
the label so we can get these items back to their owners. Please double check
the Lost and Found prior to our Thanksgiving Break and again before our
Winter Break. We will be bagging these up to donate to a local charity.

FAN (Family Access Network)
FAN improves lives by working to make sure children have access to basic need services like food,
clothing, medical, dental and vision. We are very fortunate here in Sisters to have two dedicated FAN
advocates who help our students and families. Please reach out to either Dawn or Theresa should the
need arise.
Dawn Cooper
FAN Advocate/Homeless Liaison
541-549-0155
Student Information Coordinator
541-549-8521 ext. 5053
dawn.cooper@sisters.k12.or.us
Theresa Slavkovsky
FAN Advocate
541-549-0155
theresa.slavkovsky@sisters.k12.or.us

From the Nurse
Greetings from the school nurse!
As you know the weather is changing and the mornings are cold! Please be sure to
send your children with warm clothing, jackets/coats, and possibly gloves and hats
(boots and snow clothes if snow is on the ground). The school will keep children in
for recess if the temperature is less than 20 degrees. Also, sometimes it is necessary
for students to borrow clothing from the nurse’s office. If your child comes home in
clothes that they needed to borrow please wash and return them to the school as soon
as possible!
In other school health news, Senate Bill 895 requires schools to post immunization and exemption
rates. The immunization rates for Deschutes County can be accessed by searching the following
website: https://bit.ly/2DfQW6r
The immunization rates for Sisters Schools can be accessed by searching the following website:
https://bit.ly/2ju5dji
Put Sisters in the search bar at the top and choose which Sisters school you would like to view.
If you have any questions please contact the School Nurse. Thank you and have a happy fall!
Beth Hummel
Nurse
Sisters Elementary School
541-549-8981 ext. 5208

Parking Lot
In an effort to keep our students safe and get everyone into school before the bell rings, we need your
help. These processes are especially critical when it is wet or icy.
• Only use the curbside lane for dropping off your students. Do not use the middle of the parking
lot.
• If you are parking and walking your student in, please use the marked crosswalk ONLY to walk
through traffic.
• Students are not to walk through the parking lot without a parent.
• When dropping off please pull all the way forward to the start of the fire lane. If the entire line
is stopped, feel free to drop your student with the rest of the cars in front of you and have your
student walk a little further.
• If you need to park, please park in the parking lot and not in the drop off lane.
• Please make sure your student is ready to exit the car before entering the drop off lane.
• Ensure your student exits the car on the curb side of the car (passenger side) and not the driver
side.
• If traffic is backed up, remember that you can drop your 3rd or 4th grader at the district office
and they can use our crosswalk. Just remember that our crosswalk monitor leaves her post at
8:00.

Please remember that it only takes a minute to slow down and ensure that our students are safe. A
minute saved could come at great cost if a student is injured. Thank you for your cooperation and
support.
We would love to have a cadre of parents who can help with drop off by opening car doors and greeting
students. If you would be interested in assisting once a week from 7:45-8:00, please contact the office.

Take a moment and help SES staff - take our survey
Your input is vital to us. Please consider completing our three question survey
about our school; we will use your input to guide our decision making as a staff.
We would like more input so this survey will be available until Friday, November
16. Please click here to access: https://bit.ly/2xP65WU

Other News
At SES we provide multiple opportunities for the development of
the whole child. One of our areas of focus is on teaching Socio
Emotional Learning (SEL) and highlighting one specific
character trait per month. Our Character Trait for
November/December is generosity. We encourage you to
discuss generosity with your child.
When you show generosity, you might give away things or
money or put others before yourself. But generosity is about
more than giving things. You can also show a generosity of
spirit when you're forgiving and gentle to people. There are
three qualities present in true generosity:
• Giving something of value to you- this might be time or
something that is important to you.
• Focusing on the other person- what is it that the other person might want or need? We give
even though we don’t receive recognition or a reward for giving.
• Going above and beyond- it is something that is freely given and not required. We go above
and beyond what is expected.
Our students will have multiple opportunities as a community to be generous by donating Halloween
candy and writing cards for Operation Gratitude in early November and by donating socks for our FAN
program in December. We hope that you can use these opportunities to reinforce the quality of
generosity as a family. We will have an assembly in December to honor our students who have best
demonstrated this quality
November Character Award Theme: Generosity
Fridays are school spirit day- Show Outlaw pride by wearing black and white on Fridays

Weather
Colder temperatures are upon us. Parents often inquire about having outdoor
recess when the thermometer reads 32 degrees. We follow the district guidelines
that states outdoor recess will be cancelled only if the temperature falls below 20
degrees or conditions are unsafe. Students are expected to participate in all
recesses both before and during school. Therefore, it is important that students
come to school with appropriate attire (coats, hats, gloves, boots, etc). Dawn
Cooper or Theresa Slavkovski, our Family Advocates can help provide needed
winter clothing. They can be reached at 541-549-1105.

School closures and Delays: Weather Delays and Closures
When the weather is bad (usually extreme snow or ice), our auto-dialer calls families in the morning to
ensure they know of schedule changes. In addition, be sure to tune into the television and / or radio
stations listed below to see if the schools in the Sisters School District are closed. If schools are closed
or delayed, the decision is made between 5:00 and 5:30 a.m. by district officials and reported to the
news media.
If we do have a delayed start, buses still run, just 2 hours later than usual. So if your child is picked up
at 7:30 am they will be picked up at 9:30 am instead. School will start at 10:00 am; lunches are served
and dismissal is as usual.
Television Station
• KTVZ (NewsChannel 21)
Radio Stations
FM Stations
• KLRR (Clear) – 101.7
• KMTK (The Bull) – 99.7
• KTWS (The Twins) – 98.3
• KQAK (The Duck) – 105.7
• KWPK (The Peak) – 104.1
AM Station
• KBND (News / Talk) – 1110 AM

The Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience Scholarship
Sisters Elementary School
Application Date:

Description:
The Roundhouse Foundation was established with a mission to encourage community enrichment and economic
development through the arts in Central Oregon. For this reason, The Roundhouse Foundation is offering scholarships
to be distributed to SES students (grade 1-4) for enriching experiences.
Sisters GRO manages this scholarship and oversees the application, recipient selection, and disbursement process.
The Roundhouse Foundation Enrichment Experience Applications are accepted through the school year but must
be received no later than 30 days prior to the experience activity, allowing time for processing and consideration.
Summer experiences are encouraged, but applications for these activities must be submitted no later than May 15.
A selection committee of SES staff, Sisters GRO Board members and Sisters Community Leaders will determine
recipients and scholarship award amounts.

Criteria:
•
•

Applicant must be a Sisters Elementary School enrolled student, grades 1, 2, 3, and 4.
Experiences:
o 4th Grade students must apply for experiences that they can complete prior to starting at SMS in the Fall.
o Can be workshops, seminars, camps, or other fitting types of activities in areas of student’s interest.
NOTE: No Sports-related activities, faith-based experiences, or online courses and group trips (except
school to school full emersions) will be considered.

Must be an enriching benefit to student, pertain to discovery of aspirations, and/or make a
difference in the community.
Maximum request per student is $300 and one Enrichment Experience scholarship per academic year.

o
•
•

Scholarship application must be received at least 30 days prior to the experience activity (May 15th
for summer activities). Incomplete or late applications may not be considered.

•

Distribution of scholarship awards will be made direct to the sponsoring organization (not to the student
or family member).
Within 14 days after the Enrichment Experience, recipient is required to submit an Exit Form including
essay, photos of experience/activity to and donor thank-you: info@SistersGRO.org (electronic submission
preferred) or Sisters GRO, Attn: Roundhouse EE Scholarship, P .O. Box 1546, Sisters, OR 97759
(USP S) .

•

Instructions for Application:
Submit this Roundhouse Foundation Enrichment Experience Scholarship application to SES School Counselor Wendy
Von Seggern , with the following documentation:
Application form including essay
Recommendation letter
Proposed enrichment experience information attached (print-out from Website, flier, etc.)
Note: This application must be READABLE. You can either:
1) Save it to a computer, fill it out using Adobe Acrobat, Print, and submit. (If needed you can download and install the free Adobe
Acrobat Reader HERE )
2) OR, you may print it out, fill it in by hand, and then submit. Please be sure that the handwriting is clear and legible.

1|Page

Rev. 17e

The Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience Scholarship
Sisters Elementary School

Applicant’s Personal Information
Grade Level (check appropriate box):

First Name:

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

Last Name:

Street Address:
City:

State:

Mobile Phone:

Zip:
Home Phone:

Email Address:

Parent(s) name(s) and contact information
First Name:

Last Name:

Street Address:
City:

State:

Mobile Phone:

Zip:
Home Phone:

Email Address:

First Name:

Last Name:

Street Address:
City:
Mobile Phone:

State:

Zip:
Home Phone:

Email Address:
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The Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience Scholarship
Sisters Elementary School
Enrichment Experience Information
Date(s) of proposed enrichment experience:
Name of proposed enrichment experience:
Sponsor/host of proposed enrichment experience:
Location of proposed enrichment experience:
Payment address for enrichment experience:
To whom do we make the check payable to:
Description of proposed enrichment experience (400 characters maximum):

Note: Please submit fliers or printed information regarding proposed enrichment experience.

Enrichment Experience Expense / Funding
Total Cost of Proposed Enrichment Experience:
Roundhouse Scholarship funds requested:
Expense Description Itemization

Amount

Total Requested:
NOTE: Travel, room and board must be included as part of tuition cost to be considered for disbursement
(include itemized expenses if more than one item).
Funding student expects to receive from other sources (student, family or other contributor/s):

*Maximum request per student is $300 and one Enrichment Experience scholarship per academic year.
*Distribution of scholarship awards will be made direct to the sponsoring organization (not to the student or family
member).
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The Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience Scholarship
Sisters Elementary School

First Name:

Last Name:

Essay:

In 300 words or less explain how you believe this experience will benefit you, your postgraduate career selection and/or aspirations, and/or how your participation can make a difference in the
community.
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The Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience Scholarship
Sisters Elementary School

First Name:

Last Name:

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION
Please fill out the form and attach it to your letter of recommendation. NOTE: The
individual completing your letter of recommendation cannot be a relative.

Individual providing the recommendation:

Printed Name of Individual Providing the Recommendation

Organization/Company

The individual providing the recommendation is a (please check all that apply):
Teacher

Coach

Other, school

Employer

Clergy

Community Member

How long, and in what context, have you known the individual providing the recommendation?
Recommendation
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The Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience Scholarship
Sisters Elementary School

First Name:

Last Name:

Enrichment Experience Completion – Scholarship Recipient Fulfillment
Enrichment experience completion date:
Name of enrichment experience:
Location of enrichment experience: ____________________________________________________________________

Enrichment Experience Completion Follow-Up:
As a condition of receiving a Roundhouse Scholarship, you are required to complete and return this
page (cover document), with the documentation outlined below, to Sisters GRO within 14 days of
finishing your enrichment experience:
Exit Enrichment Experience Essay
Photos (including one of yourself as well as your experience)
Personal thank-you note to Kathy Deggendorfer, Roundhouse Foundation Trustee
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The Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience Scholarship
Sisters Elementary School

First Name:

Last Name:

Enrichment experience Name and Location:________________________________________

Exit Essay:

You must include a paragraph or two on each of the following:

1. How did the Roundhouse support and the enrichment experience benefit you?
2. Did the enrichment experience meet your expectations?
3. Would you recommend your enrichment experience to others?
4. How has this gift of support changed or confirmed how you envision your future?
5. How can your enrichment experience positively impact your community, college aspirations, or
vocational/career choices?
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The Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience Scholarship
Sisters Elementary School

First Name:

Last Name:

Exit Essay (continued):
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